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RELAClOlSr _________ 

grandes y figurofos martirios que el ano paifado de xtffci.die 

v ' ron en el lapon, a cieto y diez y ocho iluftrifsirrios Martyres, faeada principal 
msnte de las cartas de los Padres de la Goinpania de lefus qite alii refidq: y*d"e 
id que han referidd ifiuchas rterfonas dz aqu'el Reyno,que en dos Nauios 
. llegaron a la Ciudad de Manila a 12. deAgofto de itfaj;. 




I A ca^ufa de tantas non;e^ades yatrozes hiartirios, qtoale|i 

nucajamas fe hail viftd ert aquel ReynoO utan ^ ertcc ^ r ^ 
tiand y Geritil, defpues que -la perfecucibn fe .cbmen^o . 
contra los Chriftianos,fi.ie defta manera; .Auiendo gubli 
cado entodo el Reyrid Ids anos pafladbs el Ertip'er^doi' 
vn ediclrojen gue iriandada fo peha de ja vidiique ni*igu- 
nd tfaxefle lleligioTos eh fus Nauios para el laponi poc 
ladeafidn.qaiuacadadiadeicontr&ar Ids lapohes coii 
los Efpanoles en la Giudad de Manila,por la'nlucKa ve/iirajid y cbniercio:Gori 
todo effo,los Capitanes lapones cdrrib bueiios Chriftia,nos$,y ^elp/os derla Fe 
de.Chriftpjfe ponian a eftds riefgdsjlleuado de aqtii Religiofos disfrazados.p'a 
ra que fuftehtafTen aquella nueua Ghriftianda^. Eftos anos ban ydo de la. Ciu- 
. dad de Manila algunos ReligiofdSjy entre eiios.fuerdn defcubiertos dos,- el P r 
fray Pedro de Zuniga Aguftind, el P.Fray |;uys Florcs iDominico. Lietiaualo^ 
vn Capitan llamado joachin, a quien los Olandefes rbbarori cerca-del Tappni 
con achaqne de los Religiofos que lleuauaj y Id deminciarbri al Eitiperad'pr de 
lapdniGon que'fue preffo en Firando eon Ids dds Religiofos,ytpdos Ibs.dficiai 
,les Y. marineros x del Naiiio que'eran Ctiriftianosi Intentd vn Religiofo Domir 
nico que fuedefta Ciudad ,facar de ila carcel'a vn iReligiofb icp.mpanerofuyo,y 
tuuo efecto,fac_indo jiintaniente dtros muchos Chriftianos* No p'u'do hazerfe 
. ^pfto cocLtanto fecretd que no tuuiefle neceftidad para fu;.iu)te^to xie rpp;et 1^ ' x - ; 
^ieareeles de Firando: y anfi fueron fentidosy biieltds Ids preflps a la careel. Sii 
^polo el Emperador ryrano,y fe indigncf de tal fuerte con los Ghrtftianos jpor af 
wr venido Religiofos a predicar la Fei,y quebrantado fus carceles, que luegq 
,rnind6alGouert1adordeNangafaqui,queFue{feaIlayquema{feviuos alCapi 
,tan,Ipachin,y a Ids dos frayles qua auian veriido en fu nauio, y a todos los ofi- 
.cialesy marinerosChriftiands del mefnip nauio. que eftauanpreflbs: y jutame \ 
te a todos los Religiofos que efiaua preflos en diuer/as carctles,anfi Europep$ 
como Iapxmes,y hafta las mageres y hifos de los que los anos paffados auian fi 
4o martirizadosY finalmente a todos los q'ue por algurial via eftuuieffen coprel 
hendidosen la caufa de la Fe deJefu'Chrifto. Vino a Firando el (3buerriador| 
.y examioando a los pref!bs,que (i eran ChriftiandSjyde-dionde,y quando fe bau 
tizaron, les perfuadio a que negaflen la Fe,y les prometio,quq fi dcxauan la Fe 
\ de Jos Ghriftianos,les haria merced de la vida en nombr ; e de fu Alteza,de qiiie 
.^traljiapNoderyeornifsionparaellOiPefoellos refpondieron-conftahcemente; 
Que por ningun" cafp auian de negar la Fe de lefu Cbrifto. Y vifta fu refojucioni 
;,pronuncio la fentencia contra el Gapitan loachin, y eotra el Padre fray Pedrqi' 
,de iZuniga Aguftino,y contra el P.fray .Luis Flores Dominico, con ids Marine 
.rosv Al Capitan,y a Ids Padres,a (er quemadds viuds: y a Ids mari'nerds, q eran! 
diezi a fer deg.plladosi Los fantos Gonfefleres de Chriftoj viendpfe ya fenten. N 
ciados, para (u mayor eonfuelo, y certificaciom de que moria p"or lefu Chrifto.' 
.Pregi^ntaron al Prefidente: Porque caufales mandaua quitar la vida? Aloqual 
.Jesfuerefpondido, que por auer venido a iapon,c'ontra las leyesdel^Ernpera- 
dor a predicar la ley ^e los Chriftiands: y a los detius,porq cphtra las iniftnaS 
leyes lyediiftos, 'auian tf aydo femejant-e gerite. Conloqualilosvnpsy los p- 
jrtro'squedarpniriuyalegres porverfe.conderiadosanlue; -e por lefu Ghrifto.;. 
Sacaronlps con grande acom'panamiento al lugar del ?#arty rid, que efta fue 
. ra dc Nangafaqui , Poeftos 16s tres Con/eflbre's de Chriftd en las cdlunas en 
- : "-f de fer quemadps, antes ds pegatmiegd a la lena,de qu : e e'ftaua cer cadbsi s '\ . 
' ;.la eftaiada, cortardn las.ca.fc^^ais a Ids doze pficiale.s del Nau Jo,y af 1 ; 
pa'cprre'r la fangre."Tpmd 1'a 1 ' mandel valerofd Capican Ipachin,pot /< 
los Padresjq'tfe no eran tin' dieOrrds en la' lenguia,pdrque auia pacd 4 
ia,|apon.D n i2ent lets qla'e'fkha'IIaro'n ^^pefettte5,queptedkpconidv'n'A*". 
|ioftolferttordfa e ^intrepidanie'nte.C^i^eronlo's Gentiles yrle a la niano man' , 
,.."*'"'". ,'"'."" . "" "" - dandole' ' ,. 



e r y c! rerp5diotQjje ; mas oWtgado eftatra Tpbedc-cer 
a Iqs'honibres, y que ya que le podian hazer ims pues le quica.uan la 
guemandole yiup ? y quernandofe la leiia, deque por todas partcs efhtuan 
rudea'dos,y prbfiguiedo el predicadi>r,mui iero conftantemente call inmobles . 
Efte efpe&aculo fue a las i <>.de Agofto.haiiadofe prefenr.es iniimerabJcs Chrif 
tianos,dando vozes,y rezando oracioiies para animar a los ..fanto% pazjcrnte;?. 
Visndo los miniftros 1 de jufticia que auian clpirado los Cantos M;irtyrcs,pufif- 
ron las cabcc^as de los doze que a! pvincipio del martirio auian dego-i'Jado, en 
vna tablaalra, para efcarmientodc los demi.sy lt;s cu';rpos,afsi ticlos dcgolla 
d9S,cortio de los tres quemados viuus,los puilerorr juntos dcntro dc ia llhaca?- 
(da,y alii los dexaron eftar algunosdias.d'^nde dcfdiay de nochs auia grari hiu 
cheidubre dc chriftiatios q los venian a vcnerir con.gran veneracion,y Jas-guar 
das los cracauan rrial hiriendolos y apaleandolos,po.v el mandato q tenia de r.o 
^.exar llegar a ellos,y toma'r Reliquias a nadie,auque algunos principales vfan 
<Jo de induftria por cener cabida con los miniftros de jufticia alcan^aron aJg- 
nostic los fantos cuerpos. Yen particular dizen que facaron enter o cl cueipo 
del fanto martir Fray Pedro de Zuniga, .con defleo de traerle a cfla Ciuda4y 
lleuarlo a Efpana, por fer hijo del Marques de VilIamarique,Virrey q fue,de la 
fcueuaEfpana,efperado q porter.er ,de"dosta ilufires lehara fingular hora yficlta 
" Acabadp e.fte rnarcyrio,enrbio el Gou ernador de Nangafaqui a Omuria por 
los prefibs que en aquella cancel eftaaan efbera'ndo fu dichofa hova. Efle fue d 
hias iltiftre marcifio q jamas ha auido en aquel Reyno.Fueroh cinqncnta ycih 
co todos en vn dia.Partieron pues IQS dichofbs fieruos de'Dios de la carcel dfc 
Omnra en que auiaii eftado preflbs^naichos a'nos, aunqiie v'nos mas que otros, 
pcrotodoscon cancaeftrechura cf^ en vna pie^a baxa enq.Ue cabia folasdoze 
cfice'ras eftauan treinca perfon as,y algunas vezes mas,y entrc tres vna efterade 
6cho palmos de largo y tres de anchoen q,u2 eftaua de dia y de nochejfin auer 
donde poder dar vn patFo.y dentro tenian fu lugar de nec'efladas, que folo eflo 
baftaua para acabarlos en poco riepotfu; corn^da era vna efcudilla de arroz ne- 
gro con aigiina fardina a/ada,y a yezes con caldrt dehdjas de rabacos.Mietras 
feftos fantos prefos'vsnian de Omura,el Prefidente llamo ante fi a treihtahorti 
brfes y m'ugetes que eftauan prefos'en Nangafaqui para fer martirizados c6 Jo*- 
'de Omura,y pronuncio contra elios fentencia demiierte para q fuefen d^gdlia 
s el dia figuiente,y en-;re ; L : nto los bo'uieton a la car : cel>SaJiendp-'de] Tribir 
jal del Prefidente con grand; ale&ria hermanados comomalhechoresicafito 
^ios lleuauan cortio podian (Its crucifixos o cruzes en las manes. Vna de aqllaJ 
Vatefofaimugeresyua delante coiiio Capita n a con vna varidera deJ S.Crucifi 
jco en las rnanos^y todas la feguian en procefsion cahtando alaban^as aDi6s,y 
iituperios a lo* Falf r s Diofes,y alguas d'eJIas lleuauan enlos bra^os fus ninbs/, 
qus tabien auian de fer facrificados: detras dellas yuan los varones -haziehda 
todps vna procefsion miiy yiftofa aids ojos de Dios,y delos Chriftianos que c6 
^nibidia los eftauan miranido,y acopanauan.en grande numero.Llegaro los pre 
fpt de Omura al lugar del triartiripjentre los quales venian ventiun Religiofols 
lagenteq fe auia junt'ado para -el recibirloj* era infinitajos quales ytiafcna/an 
xJo y nobrando a los Padres q los auian hecho Chriftianos,c6;'grandes lagrimas 
'y alaridosjde vcr qtie les yuan quitando fus padres ymaeftros efpirituale,s,aIOS 
\qitales los padres conrblauan,dandoles cotjfiai^a de q Dios les etnbiariaotros 
padres que les af daflen en ("is ffrmes propo(ltos,y ercortandolcs a q perfeuera 
fen en la Fe hafti la muerte.Luego fenalaro los miniftros de jufticia a cada vnO 
iu colmia adode auia de fer qiteniadojy antes que los 'ataflen a ellas, los fantos 
Sticer dotes fe hincauan de rodillas y fe abra9auan con ellas y les dauan mil hfc 
/os,y con tal exeplo los hermanos lapohesjiazian Jo meffno,con q mouia a de- 
uociony lagrimas a los circunftantes. Antes 'que falieflende Nangafaqui los o- 
J tros ?o.c[ie auian de ftr degollados.fueron poniendb y atando,aunq leuemcte 
3 los i s -que fiteron quemados viuos,a los quales pufiero por eile orde.Losqua 
tro primeros erah los caferos de algunosPadres,luego fe feguian a.y.Relfgfpfos 
Europeos y lapones.El primero de IpsReligiofos era el P.Carlos Efpinola.Ita 
Iliatio de la Copaftia de Iefus,natur,al de la ciudad de Genouade lailuftreCaft 
de los Efpinolas,y a/si por ta cpnocido y efttrnddo de todos,pof fu nobkzajvir 
^ tad,y pcras raras partes,y muy antigiio pbrero eh aquellaChriftiafidad.El ftgu 
do era el P.fray Angel Ferrer de la Orden.de Sippmingo.Terccro el Pifray lo 
ifeph de SJatinto de la rhifma OrdeiQn.arto el P.F.iaeinto de la mifma Ordcn ' 
^ el P^Sebaftiah QuimUra dela C6pania,hatufal de lapon dcla ciudad de 

antiguo religiofo de-mas tie ^o.aiios de religio,y el primar Sacc* . 

dote 



orC'Mc.idvj'- .:n iu Icut^u^^Cr; cr.:>. c! P.fny Fcd-o d,: Ai;; 1 ..;. dt: S.Fiv.ncifco, 7.0! P.P. lit 
C.->'-. ; !<- S.A^:i,ciir,S.Fr.T;u:ir.;o, 8.c! ; '.(V;-/ A'nri r '->Jo M^ T! Domi.nico, o, d!> .fray Fran 
C> .;:! . ' N^oraius Daico, . o,e; her 1 ;; .: no {'. V r ic-;:i;'ie,Fi p ;ii;ci{ca'.iu iiin'o; ;<;;.;, i i .ci i.'.'i mu.- 
3, i';. cot") iapop., ? 2. el hfi .n'lno Antonio V'uy.M (!; J.'i O''p3ni:;, i ;'.H !>r. i r-n;ir." (Vxvafyi 
! ,i'V vie laConafuai ,cj hcs im-n:: Pedro 7/ipo d~ j.iConsMUi, 14. e! hei'maiioWi: 1 .!!'. .Vri 
jvj d'Sa Copanu tie I . r '!s,rod<os e-llos ct:'i laporic 1 - , fras cltus cfMua 4.^0! nobrc vrtli^io 
d;: S.Dotningcr.lo.s do- \ 'cins.n eta u.Ha Co pair, a, c! he rrn 2 no To me A C5.fi> in, y ci licrtns... 

o l.uis C.uui'UCO Iapoi.."s 5 y aocvo iicr/7iar.o ;';:!.'! (.(V':;!' 1 !^. HCL;. il.irn porno .inc.r . ()h:r.:$. 

n ::!:;. nvTmo in ir"iri(, ,)!,; ;riu;''o .?! Iv .;: in .!.:-(> luri 7o :?.'' qo j:).--,; ,-i.f-i .''.! to nic.rnri<.' hii 



: 'v -.MIS eftuuo adcrcrad'"- 'ocv-' 1 ' r ( >.:';tr.-; - ' ; ' s - " O'jc'.'ii.'. r-n ::: :cr quc;:ri;idos 5j c t rj:in'f]'C 
-. f.in'.-'rico :i pireccvfe i^s ovr ~: h.:! " : d'.r ; "s ." . :p:: H i'eiM.'n :i icr Jo'.;o!!.i'j<is. Y qiTJ.i^do fn 
run llegando a vjlhi cie ;: -'.'.; i '.- ; iv^'i^'oicrj/^tu 1 los ciVAdan ;?<pcr,irnlo. r.ii.'op.riuidei'i ;:+ 
rimis ^larIf!f?S'-' i;; :''- : - : "^- ; ='- '^"- ' /! ' i; - } ' ; ^ e '' ; oirds.Y iief:;Iduf(' roa;? ceres ;i?os 'au^ori 
'"' ;-^ ' . ' .:-.\; :..-., p i ''.:u i , i .!:o e! P.C'arlos clinob. dc-hi ^,oni>;an;;J cic leiui a vsi;i 



i:!-. . :. >." ; :ni:i...!.v'0 rns.rioau'aiio n:srr?nvar>., ;-or ilit^r i'dii c^.crc <.i;;i 
mHrrv P. v '.- '. : - '. I * : n.kit;'/.:,dO!^ie eini I^nnci > vuettro hi;;?,"-/ cl!:?. r^ioupol'N'" i.o<ri.v 
do!'.'"^ ' :-'.'. - ; i^r;idoic en a!to,3oni c!!.i PJ.I:I' V :rii hij'y,::qt:i le'fraygo : p^t;f oh ; c- 
C-T . ,- '-. . p:4;\i q icx martyr c.t>nii!i^'; .ILU-? :nn: v renn ^.auosroycrldolx ci Fad;' r ;- qnc 
'; - 1:. 1 ; '< . rj7.-,:-. - ine coDfciado. A,i:e.sM.f: pontr in^o ;?. -ht let'ia,(;c-rf,3rcn coo 'Mrrana fk-roiS f 
> !.- . v'-.Cvas;i los cretiuacj uixirna^ hob res v m^^erc^.v a, r 2, ni r tos e 1 rn?vor dc k>s q^a;-" . 

J i ' C^ f . ' ' 

vcs i}(> cenia jo,anos cupiido^. prcg'.'.otatido aJ/jif; Vcrciugos !?. c;iui;>, pcrq liego.H'iuan '.i 
cixoi M'arrirc ; antes dc '.]i?erri.ir a io.r f'ancos Miniflros del Euange'io.p^n.iciuloic:, del;'<-- , 
sede fus o-joslas rr;bc^s rczica cdrcadas corriendo j&ngrc'^DoiianCjU'.- era ];.: .;, a.?; a:'? 
ar a los-ConfcfTyra^ de CHri'fto y luxcrlcs p'erdei' el sui'rno <.:u r! forrn'e!u:o c'e iu'.-go.. 
n tup^o 'i ia 'en I V I(LJC fodcaualos Sinror'por \roJa'- p::; ':^.-.,rvi .?.-: pu;;eroni-: r:;r, is 
,o:!;- ?''.-; ^-:-^ c:;;i ;>:u cicular edyuido Jo vierdr, y fe pniierop, de tw-f'o'iTco .1 mcdir ir^ 
,difhncj.i,!-'ii!iro cres bra^as por algunas psrrcs ericre e! fuegoy !o^ fonras Mjutirc.Sj prf : 
r;:. qu.: ''tr:i!v eifuego m.ns prtf!ongr*do:y can clle fin,i! iirdi.i m/jcho loap:ig?.u:>n. Y i'0.. ! o : 
ri'io Ji- hizo patM quc el q q:iJfi: j !lb /riiir'i; {nidicire,atadqle floxnrrictnfe las iniuujs a ia.s ca< r , 
junas coo vni IrsXid.* por ciii>;i ; .jiicnt/i,pirp, cue finciedo ci fues.o. eiic;. 1 ; rniiinos i,? pudief-' 

i '. * i C' * 

Tc:;i fb! 1 . ,ir v' f;>.!i'- x frL-n ds la E;Ki;.;.iJs..l 5 .ira !o qusS Js dcxarou vn;iptu::'i:a abiert.a cor (ic-Je 
/I ;ii;Mlvf5c!' .". IK -T^; .:r.".,iu.i^ -J-ji f.:cgo y quedar hiHii ada'5 ds ia cof;. 1 !!: 1 . do! M^rurio.i.'o" 
r.o dci'^'^^A rj'.iucvan t'.icgo _,i la leni.fc re^u/Jj.xron 'os fin cos msriy re's pnciftoc, ID'S ojrsrj ' 
<s-nf.S 4:ieia,f.uv;rndo el faego comb" il fimart d'j m.irmoljnaiccos * t!!;;'o!-',.i. $..'ur;iro n'^ 
:,ho tiepo con maraaiilo^ conilancia en cffcc rnartjrio:y algurids curidfos qr.e IJCU-ATO is ' 
loxes d? arc najh-iliaron quc'alijuiios dc !o-5 fagriido.s Saccrdoccs eftuuiero afijiidtsfc ho ; . 
k"3. y media y do's horas.V" el fanco m.iv'cyr Stbaltiaa Quifviuia,de ia COpatiia Ji; 1 cibs :ii'is: ,. 
::naa losq ie visron.v rniaieran con rdoxde arena, qu;: duro t:res boras vino, con <."> loii. 
jnficlcs'qaedaro'px cfpancados.y mnc'io^ dias iulilani dellc con grnnde auinirricioii. Mu- 
^'ho ies ap.imo pars, eitar firrhus y coft:ice r > c! e>:trftrirdin;n*io concurfo cic los C'hVtttiands J 
,: '.: ic liailai'on prefcnc;-.'?: y ia can fa fae c! a'.jerG; r'ubhcado rn'.jc'ios-di?,? AHKCP, c! dia y : ' 
;,. .-M-: foaJe a,uiidc i'rr trutririz/idos,'/ q nt-j;e dicK nuis, r;inro> RcligioH.K Earopeo</ T y 
jpu;t':r;..,tarir'->s- y tan vcner-ables Saccrdoces aati?uos obreros dc aqv.c'!- j , ChriiHan ',l;;c|- 
sic ?.Q. ?5- 5 '0. y nrus ;> : i?.osci^ci\'ibajo en cuiriarn Jiccnuerijrjii del lApou.T par;i q u; pi;c 



Keriprde NangaUqui u efta en lsr>on d-.-fdc oU.:;o a-- ^90, ^Mt -.nraen nciaeiiaCind:?'.! y ; 

A;s contornos nur> de <ro.!ni!Chn(Han"-S;.:i-.in.'i ia ri'.-. j :dc'!:d ;ii.-y uticcli:; dcio .'j :":!s:i fc^ 

vi". "'.J'iie los fantosacab'ido. ? macho-: de rodjibs abr.ii'iiio^ ro fiis t^i-n; 1 ' vaii ir :M \euo, 

' cabadosde querrs: 5 .!' Joi (an'-'os cucrpos,fuC gr/iniU- cl inini ; j dcO^'Ji^ano'v q it:?: ;',, 

v . -;ir y rccog?r ia--: fautas Kcli(.]ui;iS,rn'/.'-; iasm'iat'daa no !o dtsarori ha^criU;^!-:; .: i.." '">' 

Se-; .-; '"'',>' v it-do quc elvo no ballja,i,;n:^i ^.ron O'iTE coi";P^ra por !o rnc'nf;-- (aliv c;o vs 

.tort 2, iie ;; , fin' os cucrpos,yp3,r5 o no quc..Uflc railro' ni rnemoria dciio.-:,.r,i iwcien v ... e 

rid(K de io 1 . 'lolc.^oMau-.'lO c! F rcii Jcrc q hi^ieflea vn;i foil;'. capaz > cv: ia -] ; sa' civ;-:i.''..-;'o;i 

o'i'O iiilvor r:n..;>;a,v' c Hi in Jo CD c! los f::..:K!).s ca^i'ftos v his r-n^n'^ , o,.;un^:; q auian IM; - 

: :^c!r> "liiiji.is^utirii-.t-i r:xio'i h:Hb H;>7< ; ';;-: C',-'il/-v,Oh!nrhc ; :.io dr'i:' muciifj/; f'iCO- 'iospii 

?.i'" : b '::-;, 7 ap:i,r!'a-l"'s buc !; oHu > ; '."..;!": .1; i ilicro i'cbfiirlo Ai - rr'iiqoia.'. nor c. rnar; 

' t-A ''-.:;;:> -'^le rnsrririo i.:n /-^ , .n-. ;' -'.'; ;> .. " * i.;':.v riciicbrc coroxro ! ?. ;; a be .';;'-. . ; .. ; 



;>i es, v CIT. y;i ;i ; i- 
r: : - ' : 'in-.-ii!^ 



!:. II.: ; - ,v- - . 
i . 

'' [ ' i' ' . J ' 



:os v,:;,. .; ;': .t 



.''- =: . V :u! j. 1 DOT Oc'"'.: r t",:' I i ?. C'." fl ; ;'ix v- ' ni ftl'OS de jli i : : v . . .; . , ' 

..': j:; v ; f.iriros i'ucrros. V v,i ' ' : '" i.: ' a; ! . r. one iacaroi"; ; . . ; . - 
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dote $ Fe orJeno de ! ps lipories apra i"6.afios.,!n/ignc obrerii),^ fari virtud,ymiiy;fciictl 
.prcHicadoren fu lengua'.Sefcto era el P.Fray Pedro de Auilade S.FraticiFco,7.el P.P. Ri , 
>cardo de S.Ana,de,y.Frahcifcb, S.el P.Fray Albrifode MenaD6minico,p. eli?.fray Fran 
ciFco de Morales Dnico, i b.el herrhario Fr.Vicetite;FraiiciFcano Europeo, 1 1 .el her ma- 
no Fr.Leon lapon, r z.el herrhario Antonio'Ftigid de Ja Copania; 1 7. el herrharx' Go^al/ii 
;Fa Fay dela Copania t|.elhefni*no Pedro 25pode li Copania, 14.0! hertiianoMIgtiel J4 ' 
po dela Copania de Ic|us,todos eftbs era lapories/f ras eftbs eFUua ^fldel nobre yreligio 
de S.Domingb:Sos dbs vltintos- era dela C6pafiia,ei hermanpTbme.AcaFgin; y el herini) 
no Luis Ciuarato Iapohes,y aotrb lierrnanp dela Copania degollaro porno auer c blo^nd , 
r en efls mffirib m^rtirio.llairiiuaFe, el hernianb IiiaCnacoqb Iap6,y aFsi e e(te m'artirio hii 
uop.martyresdela lleiigi6deS.poihingb/5.deS,Fraci/cb ; ,y^.de'IaGopanU iie lefiisi ' 
A penis eftuuo aderejado lo que tocaiia a Ids z y.-tjue'autan de fcr c|uemadps;jqbar4d \ 
comen^o a parecerFe la otr.i hilera de los.?o. que yenian a Fer degblladbS; fr ~~A^t"& 

.^ 1I<***/4^ * _i- A. -1 1 _!_'- /* ^i-^-I^^ 1 "^!* /*_"'_ i _- i _ ^ _ L\- j.L -_'/T_ _-_. _1 !_ -t^. - 

jgrimis.y *la 

fanta matrbna q .alii venia^cttyo niarido aufa fido > jnartiriiadp, :por auer fi'd.p caFero del . 
miFmb Padre; Yfabe) Fernadei.donde^a Ignacib yueftTO hijp|y ella rSfppndro tbrria^ " 
dole eri Ibs brafos,y leuatadole e.rt $ltb"iaquieffk?adr'e irii hijbiaqane^fray^o^afarbfr'e- l 
eerie a pibs,y para i^ Fea martyr rohmigp.Efte 'ninb ^eriia 5 .anosroye-rtdbla el-fadrc qife; " 
lioeftranamente confolado. ,A'es|de porier Fuegb ali lena,cortarbHcbutfftra'iia]|ieWi'i ! 




te de fii.s ojbs.las rabcjas rezien cb.rcadas cbrriendp ikrigre^Dezian qiie et^para acerfio' , 
H'zAralbsCohfefrdrefde'GKrrftpyhueries^'fcierel aninipcn el formento de Fuegqu 
.^ufieronfuegb a la leni,quc rbdeaaa Ibs $intoVpor todas partes,thas pufieronle ran 1^ 
xbs,qae a1guno? cbri particular eiiydidb lo vierdn y fe pufierem de pr^rJoffto a medir la 
4iftancia,halliro trcs bra^as por algunas partes erttre el fuego y IpS ftntbs Martires, pi ^ 
yaque fupfle cl fuego mas pro!ongado:y cctn efte fin^irdia mocholoapsag^uan. V todqf / 
efto fe \\iia para que el q quifisflfe /alirfe pudiefle^atadqle floxarilente Ia6 mirios a las td , 
' lunas con vni laiada por cuplimientovpara que firincdo el fuego elios mifmos fe pudief-" 
'feu fbltar y falieflen de la Eftacada.Para lo qua! les dezarbn vnapiierta abierta por dod 
'ifi quiiieflen padieflbn efcapar delfuego y quedar ftiftr ados da la cbtona del MamriojPb? 
tco defpues 4 pufieron Faego ^i"la lena,fe regbzijaron Ibs jfantosmartyres pu'effios fofs o|bsi f 
n el cielb.fufriendo el Faegb cbriio (1 fusran de mar" rhoJ,qiiietos ininobie^.'Dura'ro aid 
<jho tiepbcbri niaraaillofa cbnftancia en efte martirio:y alguribs curioTos que lleuaro ne * 
Joxes ds arena,hallar6n que'algunos de los fagradc^s SacerjJotes eftiiitiero aflandofe ho' v 
ra y media y do's horas. Y el Fanco martyr Sebaftian Qitiiura,de la C6pania.de I efus afic,-. 
maa los q le vierbrijV midieron cori .relox de arena',' que diiro tres horas vino, con q loi . 
infielesqdedarbn efpantados,y machos dias habiatfa de'lld cbri grande acirhiracipri. Mu- ' 
: cho les ahim6 para eftar firrtrcs y coftates el extrabrdinario cqncii'rFb de los Chriftiatibs * 
que fehallaronpreFentes: y lacauraFueeliuerFepublijcadbmudios-diasantes, eldia y" 1 
Jagar dbn Je auiade Fer niirtirizados,y q erit|fe ellds auia canras ReligioFo's Europebsf,y, 
.Japones,tantos-y tan yenerables Sacerdoces aqtiguos bbrQS;djB iquella Chriftiin dad- 
de 20. 2 f . ;o. y mas anbs de trabajo en cultiulr li couuerfion del la'pbn.Y para q Fe poe . \ 
da colegir algb defte numerb,eFcriue el P.Iiiari Bautifta de Baeza dela Copania de lefus 
fe.e^pr de Narigafaqui q efta en lapon defde el iao de 590. que aura en aquellaCiiidad y . 
fus contornos nias de 5p.mi! Chriftianos,aunq la' ciudad eft\d mviy defecha delo q Foil?, Fer 
yuanFe los fantbs acabado, y muchos de rbdilla*s abrafados co fus colunas yiia muriedo; 

Acabados de quemar Jos fantos cuerpbs^Fue grahde el impetu deG^iriftianos q Fuero *' 
venerar y recoger las Fantas Reliquias,mas las gtiardas nb lo dexarpri-hazerimaltratado' 
les a^palos,y viedoque eftb no baftaua,intctaron btra coFa,para por lo trienos Falir co Y* 
loria de lo Fantos cuerpos,ypara q no quedalTe raftrb ni membria dellos,ni FneFen vene 
rados de los ficles.Mando el Prefidete q hizieffen yna Fofla capaZjCn la qual .encedierort 
onro mayor Fuego,y echandb en el los Fanrbs cu'er^os y lis miFrms colunas q auian q ire- 
dado alli,los q uemaaa todos hafta hazerlos ceniza^nlrichedo della rhuch'os Fa'cos losipu 
fiero e barcos,y apartados buc tre'cKb dela ciiidad'tLfero Febradp fus reli'qd'ias pbr cJrnar 

Acabado efte martirio tan celebre^el dia figuiete i i .de Scticbfe cortarS la cab'e^a sd 
S.GaFpar Cotegan Di>xico,q andaua con el P.Camilo Conftabcio dela C&paniade IcFoS. 
y Ic ayudaaa en la conueriion de lus Gecilcs^ Con el cortaron f ab'ieu las cabec.as a 0/508 
ds nitios.vno de 7. y otro de io.anos,hijos de ptros m'artires. Martirizar6 tabie a otrd , 
chriftiano con toda Fu Familia,porq vna noch'e'de aq'ueUas q eftu'uifcron Ibs Fapfos cue^ 
pos en U Ettacada m.iercos^e haliaron cogiedb Keliqufasyy Vfincraodo ; Ia*,dieron parter ' , 
" " ' ' 



ft! ; Pre(i 4ete>y fabkndo q *ra (Jc Om'iira to ettfbio a! Gc.iiefna<fcr de acuel d?ado, 
y arenas llcgo quamdo hiegofue'tnanirizadocon to,da fu.familia. 

Alos doze dcSetiebrehuno otro martyrio muv infigne en Omura , en el qua! 
naurieron quemados vinos el-P<fray Tomas file Surciarrega,'o del Efpicitu 'Santo, Re.' 
. Jigiofo de Santo Domingo, Obrero antiquifsimo defta Chriftiandatl.y elPaiirc fray 
Apolinar Franco dc U Grdeivde SA'rancifco tablen nniy amiguo Gbrero , y <m* 
muchos lapones iuntanaentcon vna dcuota tr.ijgec^iie fue hallada enrTc cOos fsn 
tos cucrpoSjtezandpjy (rncomendandofe a Jos fsntos y preguntadade las ouatdas.q. 
h^ia,yficrA Chrifti^na 1 ? RcfpondiOjq bi feechauadc verq eraChriftianaenloq 
hazia:y -afsi lucgo lecortsron^a cabeca.y echaron fu cucrpo antre ioi dcroas mar- 
tf rescue tocios.fueronquinzc. . " ...-. 

.^Ocros di.cz huiuio en Yquinotima ccl hcrmaro Aguflin Ondadc la Cppania, 
losqualestodos anduuierocoelP.CamiloCoftaticiode Ja rnifmaCopsniajClqiial. 
fiicaffadotabifeii en Firando a ios j 5 .de Scti5brc,fuc mart j-rio nnuy foicne.Por auer 
liprcfontcnla ciudad j^.Nauiosde Olandcfcsy Inglefcs congrande trafagode 
-mcrcancia^y gente que fue infinita>er;a eftc P.Italianode la Prouincia dc Roma, y 
fabia lengua Hlamcnca:y afsi pre3ic6 en varias Jenguas con grande eloquecia y ef- 
;piritu,y cornocra muy curfadoen lasietrasde IapoD } Kjzo vn epiiogo dellasjacaa 
<jopor concluGonquela FcdcCHcifto eraio feguroy vecd?dero.Y cftolodixo^c 
fticrtc,que Ios Uponcs lleuadoc del gufto,no le puficron fuego ta prefto:y defpues 
nodcxodc prcdicarh^fta^quedio laalmaafu'Criador. 

A 16$ a. de Oftubre huuo en Nangafaqui otros 9.martyrcs,y entre ellos tres ni. 
ps,vno dcftos Chriftianos fue atprnicniado 7-dias para cj dcfcubriefle Reljgiofos: 
y 4io4e pudicren facar fino IefusMaria:6quantodeffeo teDgodeve/mecn laglo- 
rlo,'/ cofas fcmejanteSjhafta q vencidcs losaccrmentadorcs le abrierolas cfpaldas, 
y{e ccharon vna grande cantidad de plomo derrerido: y viendo q no confeflaua^c 
>q<iemaron viuo Con coda fufamilia,y echaron fus cenizas en la mar. '- . ' 

En Nangafaquihuuootromartjriodecinco Iabradoresalos23.de Sericjtnbre,' 
pbr^ en-fu cafa fa sdcftubicrto el Yantp martyr IacintoDominico,a los trcsaflaroti 
Viuos v rafid9 y miif,er,y vn hijoducnos de la cafa,y a ios tres cortaron las cabc^as* 
: Quatro Icguas de Firandoa Ios 27. de Mayo martyrizarona dos Chriftianos, el 
vnocafcrodd P.Camilo,y elctro cl que le lleuaua en fu nauioa varias paites pa. 
Xtftcsimini^eiicsde 1* Fc.y a otro viejo de 85 aiios,le lanqaro.cn el mar atadasdos 
predras a Ios pies,cne quarro hombres no podian traer cada vna dcllas. Y defpues 
dc fcr echado en el ajgua y hundido/alio el fanto: y dixo tres vezes Icfus Maria en - 
cima del agua atadocon Us piedcas.y luegofe hundioCnparccermas.Efto vierori 
muchos C^ifiianos Y fuccdio a lo$dosde lunio. 

A s-deluniooiartyrizicou aorrocompanerodtaspcrcgfinscionesdclP, Ca- 
milo Conftacio de la Copariia de lSyS 3 pocq le ayudaua en Ios miniftcrios, a otro 
mart ytfeittd a 3 dc lunio pot la mifrna caufa. A 26.de lulio marfyrizaron a otros 
.dos } porq no quifieton dar Cut cabalfos para lletiara Ios rnartyres,porqaDia ccrri- 
do entre los Chriftianos^ era pccado darlos para hazer talin)ufticia,eftos fucro*tres; 
y otros dos por aucr apadrinado algunos martyres pata el nrartyrio. ^[En otto 
pueblo niartyrizard aotrOfporqnoquifo dar fu cabal lo, como Jos dc arnba para 
!0c mart y res. Ya otro mafryrizaroen vnaaldea, dodeauis pocascafas de labrado- 
rcj.A xodoseftos martyresdiofin gloriofo el P. Pedro Paulo Nauarrode la C6pa- 
nia deletes a i.dcNouicbrc t diadeTodofantos,el qual efiuuoen lapdprcdicando 
la Fe 5S anos.fuc qucmadoviuo como lcsdemss,por ^^auer venidoalaponaptedi- 
car,y auerlo hecho tat o tipo c6tra les leyes de losEra jseradores. Y at ado a la coluna 
pjedicus como vn Apoftol:y afsi murio co otros dos hermanosdcla Copaniade le- 
fiis.el hcrtnano Dionyfio,y el hermano Pedro Sandayo . c6 otioqaconapanaua al 
Badtc,y Icleraiadaguya. 

Todos %eron i j s. Ios 4C.quem8dos-viwos,y losdetnas dcgolladcB,otras rnuchas 
cisfas fuce^itron grandiofas en eftos rnartyriOs:masla relacion q pienfo y ra aute'n- . 
rfeada, ffs im|sriiira , dara *nas larga noticia deftas taarauillas. Sea Bics^bcndjto 
y alabadopor tangloriofosftjartyriosj guarde a V.tn.conla faludque 
<5.de Agoftodc 1623. i-: t -| 
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%\ 'PrefHenre/Y fabietvto <"} ira c!c O mis fa to emfcio al Gc.uefna^or dc acucl i i: ,-^c p . 
y t; penas ilcg-6 q \iando lucgofue morr.JU7.docoi-! toil a ft; farn<'?a. 

A'iosdozedcSctiebi'C'himootro mar: yrio n.-uv u!%ru: or. Onuira', en d ouaS 
TOuricronquemados viuosel-P.tVuy Tom?.s dcSut\ '-ric^.i/o <::<,.' S : :V : i."itti S,u:v<\Rt; 
1/giofo dcSaiUo Domiogo, OiHcroanrtquiiMmo udti Chrui;,';;-U .; VM !''; 'IAV 
Apolinar Franco tk ta Ordcndc &,Vr.rscifco [.;bkn inuy a!,7:p;.-. ,;...,. ,-v ; < r.s 
muchos Ispones jiiMramcnrccon vnadci;oia.n-;ti<:f vaie fuc h; . : -:,.;. , r? 

coscuci'ao^rcaandOjV aKoirendsndofc a ios U;-;r-o- ; prcg;tuv ,d,:,.o k-. ;. ..j 
h-^iM.rficia Chcifti^na^RcfpondiOjqbit- fcccl-.ar^ J.-; serq : . .-,-, C^rif^ana .-... ,,'. 
h3ia:yafsi lucgo iccorcsron !a cabcca.y echaron iu cucipo c?. ; v;: lof, dcmss ai... 
t/rcs,qc rodos fueronquioEC. . 

Ocrosdiczhuuuo ca Yquinetima coel hcrmano Agrdli^ Dnda dc ta'Cdpania, 
Jesqii3lcs rodos anduniet <3 co cl P. Camilo Coitancio dc Ja iriirna Co; ;nii ; clc]iiai. 
facaii^do u'ibice? ?n Firando ios .i f^JcSciicl'n'Cjfiic rnarrj-rio muy foiCnc/i'or aucc 
KJ prdcntc en i--. ci^dao .1 >,. Natiios dc Ciandcfcs y Jngiefcs con griinde 13^1,^0 ds 

c l : uc jnhnii-'..^-'^^ 5 ^ P.irslianode la l'rou;nci"a dcllot; ..; ., y 
Jyafsi preclico e vorias Jcnguasccngrandc tloquecia y ti- 
r.j mny cnrf^ciocri lasletrasde lapon.hjzovo cpilogo dellas.facan 
io par conciufion quc S-t Fc -ic Chrifto era lo feguro y vcrdrdcro.Y eOo io dixo dc 
^iKios lapo^cs Jicuod^de) ; yuto,noi> ;'., licn'-r, ;;,-;-.' rl oreflo.'y defpues 

iic predicar haita qa;. dio ia aPrii-jfu CriHo?,. 

A los 5. dc Ociubre huuo en Nang^fuqui orros 9.i'artyrcs,y tnrtc oi;c.' ; ; r/ , ,>, 
iips,vnodeftos Chriftianosfaeatormentado 7-diaspara q dcfcubriefic Rdjg.iou.'-s: 
y ^o'te pudieren facarfj.no IcfussMaria:6quanrodc(reo tengo de vefmecn isglo- 
iioj-y co fas IcmejanteSjhdfta q vencidcs iosaccrinenradorcsle abricrolas cfpalcia^ 
vnagrandc cantidadde plomo dermido: y viendoa noconfciUua^lB 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE 

great and rigorous martyrdoms which, last year (1622), were 
suffered in Japan by one hundred and eighteen martyrs, taken 
chiefly from the letters written by the Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus who there reside, and from the account of many persons of 
that kingdom who arrived at the City of Manila by two 

vessels on the 12th of August 1623. 
Printed with permission by Andres de Parra in Madrid in the year 1624. 

n ^r E causg of s(j maiiy noyel and atrocious martvr doms ; 
such as never before, since the persecution of the 
Christians began, had been seen in that Kingdom, 
Christian and heathen at the same time (? in which 
both Christians and heathens suffered) , was as follows. 
Although the Emperor had proclaimed by edict 
throughout the Kingdom that none, under penalty of 
death, should dare to bring on board ship any priests to Japan, many a 
Japanese captain, being a good Christian and zealous for the Christian 
faith, and having frequent opportunity of trading with the Spaniards at 
Manila, ran the risk of carrying hence some monks in disguise in order 
to uphold the new Christian flock. 

During the past few years there have gone thither from the city of 
Manila several priests, and two of these were discovered, namely Brother 
Pedro de Zuniga, an Augustinian, and Brother Florez, a Dominican. They 
were brought to Japan by a certain captain called Joachin, whom the 
Dutch plundered near Japan on the pretext that he was carrying monks 
to Japan, and denounced to the Emperor of Japan. For this he was 
imprisoned in Hirado (Firando) , together with both the priests and all 
the officers and members of his crew who were Christians also. 

Another Dominican father who went from this city tried to release his 
fellow-Dominican from prison, and succeeded in releasing also many other 
Christians. Such an act as the breaking of the prisons in Hirado, however, 
could not be done in secret, and on its being detected the fugitives were 
recovered and taken back to prison. 

On the tyrant Emperor being apprised of this, his wrath was kindled 
against the Christians for having brought monks to Japan to preach the 
faith and for the breaking of the prisons, and he immediately ordered the 
Governor of Nagasaki to go thither and burn alive the Captain 
Joachin and the two friars who came on board his ship and who were in 
the same prison, . besides all the Christian officers and seamen of the ship, 
together with all the monks who were imprisoned in several other prisons, 
both Europeans and Japanese, and even the wives and children of those 
who in past years had been martyred in short, every one who in any 
way was connected with the Christian faith. 

The Governor proceeded to Hirado and examined the prisoners, asking 
them whether they were Christians, where they were born, and when they 
had been baptised. He urged them to deny their faith, and having been 
commissioned and authorised to do so, he promised in the name of his 
Highness that he would grant them the grace of life if only they abandoned 
the Christian faith. But they answered him constantly that they would not 
for anything deny the faith of Christ Jesus. So, seeing their firmness, he 
passed judgement against the Captain Joachin and against Brother Pedro 
de Zuniga, the Augustinian and Brother Luis Florez, the Dominican, 
together with the sailors: that the captain and the fathers be burned alive 
and that the sailors, who numbered ten, be beheaded. 



The holy confessors of Christ, on finding themselves thus sentenced, 
asked the Governor (for their better relief and assurance of their death 
being for the sake of Christ), for what reason he had ordered their lives 
to be taken. To this the answer was given that it was because they had 
come to Japan to preach the Christian law against the laws of the Emperor; 
and, as regards the others, because they had brought such people in despite 
of the same laws and edicts. Hearing this they all rejoiced, in that they 
were to suffer death for the sake of Christ. 

When they were brought out to the place assigned for their martyrdom, 
which was outside the city of Nagasaki, many people followed them. 
After the three confessors of Christ had been placed against the posts at 
which they were to be burned, and before the wood with which they were 
surrounded was kindled, the heads of the twelve officers of the ship were 
cut off, within the wall of the place of execution. Thus was their blood shed. 

By direction of the fathers, who were not yet skilled in the language, 
since it was not long that they had been in Japan, the brave captain Joachin 
began to speak. Witnesses say that he preached like an apostle, boldly 
and fervently. The heathen tried to stop him, ordering him to be silent; 
but he answered that he owed duty to God rather than to man, and asked 
what greater pain they could inflict on him than that of burning him alive. 
Thereupon they put fire to the wood with which they were surrounded 
but the captain continued his preaching until he died, meeting his death 
firmly and almost without moving. All this was upon the 19th of August, 
there being present numberless Christians, who hailed the holy martyrs 
and prayed to encourage them. 

Seeing that the martyrs had breathed their last, the minions of justice 
placed the heads of the decapitated upon a board as a public warning, and 
the bodies, together with those of the three who were burned, they left 
inside the execution wall for a few days. Crowds of Christians resorted 
thither by day and night, worshipping with great veneration, but the guards 
treated them ill, beating and wounding them, for they had orders that they 
should allow nobody to come near the bodies to take relics from them. 
But some persons of distinction, who had influence with the officers of 
justice, succeeded in obtaining some relics of the holy bodies. And par- 
ticularly they obtained all that remained of the holy martyr Brother Pedro 
de Zuniga, intending to bring it to this city of Manila and so to Spain, 
he being the son of the Marquis of Villamanrique, sometime Viceroy of 
New Spain. It was expected that as he had such illustrious relatives his 
body would receive great honour. 

This martyrdom finished, the Governor of Nagasaki sent for the 
prisoners, who, incarcerated at Omura, were awaiting their happy moment. 
This was one of the most illustrious martyrdoms that the country has ever 
witnessed. There were fifty-two who suffered, all on the same day. The 
happy servants of God started from the prison where they had been 
imprisoned for many years some longer than others, but all in such 
distress that in a downstairs room of only twelve mats there were, by day 
and night, thirty or more persons, three sharing the same mat of eight 
palms (84 inches) length and three palms (32 inches) width. They could 
not walk a single step and they had the privy inside the room; this would 
have been enough to finish them before long. Their food consisted of a 
bowl of black rice and a roasted sardine, and sometimes a broth made of 
radish leaves. 

While these holy prisoners came from Omura, the Governor summoned 
before him also thirty men and women who were in the prison at Nagasaki 
to be martyred along with them, and he passed sentence of death against 
them that they be beheaded next day, and in the meanwhile taken back 



to prison. They came out of the court rejoicing, bound hand to hand in 
pairs like criminals. Such as could brought crosses in their hands. One brave 
woman went ahead as captain, with banner and cross, and all the women 
followed her in the procession, singing praises to God and condemning 
false gods. Some carried their children in their arms, who were to be 
martyred with them. The men followed, the company forming a procession 
beautiful in the eyes of God and of the other Christians who were looking 
with envy and accompanying them in great number. 

The prisoners of Omura coming to the place of martyrdom numbered 
among them twenty-one monks. A numberless multitude congregated to 
receive them, and the people named and pointed out to one another the 
fathers who had made them Christians, crying and wailing because their 
spiritual fathers and teachers were being taken away from them. The 
fathers comforted them with the assurance that God would send them other 
teachers to help them maintain their resolution, and exhorted them to 
keep their faith till death. 

The minions of justice assigned to each one the stake where he was to 
be burnt, and each of the holy priests, before he was made fast to it, 
kneeled and embraced his stake and kissed it a thousand times, the Japanese 
brothers following their example, which increased the devotion of the 
bystanders and moved them to tears. 

Before the thirty who were to be beheaded came out from Nagasaki, 
the twenty-five who were to be burned alive were placed at their stakes, 
and bound, but loosely, in the following order: first, four who had enter- 
tained priests in their houses, then twenty-five priests, European and 
Japanese. The first priest was Father Carlos Espinola, Italian, of the Society 
of Jesus, born in Genoa, of the illustrious house of Espinola, very well 
known and esteemed by all for his nobility, virtue, and other qualities, and 
long a worker in this Christian flock. Second was Brother Angel Ferrer 
of the order of St. Dominick; third Brother Joseph de S. Jacinto of the 
same order; fourth Father F. Jacinto of the same order; fifth, Father 
Sebastian Quimura, of the Society, born in Japan, in the city of Hirado, old 
in the religion for more than thirty years, and the first Japanese ordained 
priest twenty years before a notable worker, of uncommon virtue, and a 
very good preacher in his language; sixth was Brother Pedro de Auila, 
Franciscan; seventh Father F. Ricardo de S. Ana, Franciscan; eighth, Brother 
Alonso de Mena, Dominican; ninth, Brother Francisco de Morales, 
Dominican; tenth, Brother Vicente, Franciscan (European) ; eleventh, 
Brother Leon, Japanese; twelfth, Brother Antonio Fugia of the Society; 
thirteenth, Brother Gonzalo Fusay, of the Society; thirteenth (sic) Brother 
Pedro Zampo, of the Society; fourteenth, Brother Miguel, Japanese, of 
the Society of Jesus. All of the latter were Japanese. After these were 
four of the name and profession of St. Dominick. The last two were of 
this company Brother Tome Agascin and Brother Luis Cavarato, Japanese. 
Another brother of the Society was beheaded in the same martyrdom, 
because there was not a stake for him, his name being Juan Chacoco, a 
Japanese. Thus in this martyrdom were nine martyrs of the order of St. 
Dominick, five of St. Francis, and nine of the Society of Jesus. 

As soon as the preparations were completed for the burning of the twenty- 
five, the company of those who were to be beheaded made its appearance, 
and as they came in sight of the holy priests, both parties began to shout 
and cry, giving each other their last farewell. 

And as they came near the stakes, the Father Carlos Espinola addressed a 
holy matron among the new comers, whose husband had been martyred 
on a charge of giving harbour to the father, who asked: " Isabel Fernandez, 
where is Ignacio your son ? " And she, taking the child in her arms and 



lifting him up, answered, " Father, here is my son. I will offer him to God; 
he will become a martyr with me." The child was five years old; and 
hearing this the father was greatly comforted. 

Before they lighted the wood, they, with unmerciful ferocity, cut off 
the heads of the thirty men and women, together with those of twelve 
children, the eldest of them not yet ten years old. And as the executioners 
were asked the reason why they beheaded these before burning the holy 
ministers of the Gospel, and why they set the freshly severed and still 
bleeding heads before them, they answered that it was for the purpose 
of frightening the confessors of Christ, and thus disheartening them for the 
torture of burning. 

Then they put fire to the wood that surrounded the saints, but they 
did it from so far that some who noticed it and measured the distance 
found in some cases a space of eighteen feet between the fire and the holy 
martyrs this in order to make the burning slower, and with the same intent, 
when the fire waxed high, they deliberately subdued it. All this was done 
with the intention that those who wished might escape, to which end they 
tied the hands to the posts loosely, with a bow at the top, in such manner 
that, on feeling the fire, they could get loose and escape beyond the 
execution wall. With the same purpose they left a gate open by which 
they could run away from the fire, thus failing to obtain the crown of 
martyrdom. 

But when the faggots took fire the martyrs rejoiced, and, lifting their 
eyes to heaven, they suffered the burning as though they had been of 
marble, so calm and motionless they stood. For long and with wonderful 
patience they endured this torture; and witnesses who had with them 
hourglasses, noted that the holy priests roasted from an hour and a half 
to two hours. Such witnesses who were about the holy martyr Sebastian 
Quimura, of the Society of Jesus, assert that he lasted three hours alive. 
The heathens were astonished and for many days talked of it with awe. 

The martyrs were much encouraged, in their firmness and perseverance 
by the extraordinary congregation of Christians who were present, the 
cause of this being that the place, date, and hour of the martyrdom were 
announced many days before. Among the crowd were many missionary 
monks, European and Japanese, and many a venerable priest, longtime 
workers among the Christian congregation, who had worked for twenty, 
twenty-five, and thirty years, and even longer to compass the conversion 
of Japan. To give an idea of the multitude, we quote from Father Juan 
Bautista de Baeza, of the Society of Jesus, Rector of Nagasaki, who has 
been in Japan since the year 1590. He says that there must be in the city 
and vicinity about 50,000 Christians, notwithstanding that the city is now 
not so firm as it used to be. 

The Saints were passing away. Many of them, kneeling down, embracing 
their stakes, were dying. 

The burning ended, there was a rush of Christians who intended to 
gather up and worship the relics, but the guards did not allow it, beating 
them off with cudgels; but considering this not enough, they sought how 
to destroy the holy bodies so that no trace or memory should remain for 
the faithful to worship. The Governor therefore ordered a large pit to 
be dug, and the remains of both bodies and stakes were thrown therein 
and burnt to ashes, which, being put into bags and taken out to sea in 
boats, were scattered far and wide in the water. 

This famous martyrdom finished, the next day (September 1 1th) was 
beheaded the Sacristan Gaspar Cotegan Doxico, companion of the Father 
Camilo Constancio, of the Society of Jesus, whom he had helped in the 
conversion of the heathen. With him they beheaded two children, one 



seven and the other ten years old, sons of other martyrs. They martyred 
also another Christian with all his family, because, on a night when the 
holy corpses were still on the execution wall, they found him gathering 
and worshipping relics, and denounced him to the Governor, who, finding 
the Christian was from Omura, sent him to the Governor of that province, 
where, as soon as he arrived, he was martyred with his whole family. 

On the 12th of September there was another illustrious martyrdom in 
Omura, at which were burnt alive Brother Tomas de Siimarrega of del 
Espiritu Santo, Friar of St. Dominick, for long a worker among that 
Christian flock, and Brother Apolinar Franco, of the order of St. Francis, 
a very ancient worker; and with them many Japanese, among them a 
pious woman who was found beside the holy bodies, praying and committing 
herself to the saints. Asked by the guards what she was doing, and if 
she were a Christian, she answered that they could clearly see, by what 
she was doing, that she was a Christian. Her head was cut off and her 
body thrown among the other martyrs, who were fifteen in all. 

Another ten were martyred at Iquinotima, together with the Brother 
Agustin Onda, of the Society of Jesus, all of them companions of Father 
Camilo Constancio, of the same Society. He was burnt too at Hirado on the 
15th of September. His martyrdom was very solemn, on account of there 
being at the city thirteen ships, Dutch and English, with great traffic of 
goods and people without number. This father was an Italian, from the 
province of Rome, and he knew Dutch. Thus he preached in several 
languages with great eloquence and ardour. And as he was much advanced 
in Japanese learning, he summed up the religions, drawing the conclusion 
that faith in Christ is the only certain and true religion. So much his 
discourse appealed to the Japanese that they did not for some time put 
fire to the faggots; and he ceased not his preaching until he rendered his 
soul to God. 

On the 2nd of October there were at Nagasaki nine more martyrs, among 
them three children. One of these Christians was tortured for seven days 
to oblige him to denounce the priests; but they could extract nothing from 
him but "J esus - f Mary! receive me, Heaven!" and so forth. His tormenters 
at last slit his back and poured molten lead into the wound. But finding 
him steadfast, they burned him alive with all his family and scattered the 
ashes over the sea. 

At Nagasaki there was a martyrdom of five farmers, on the 23rd of 
September because at the house of one of them was discovered the holy 
martyr Jacinto Dominico. Three were burnt alive husband, wife, and 
son, owners of the house; the three others were beheaded. 

Four leagues away from Hirado on the 27th of May were martyred two 
Christians: one the host of Father Camilo and the other a man who carried 
him in his boat to several places for the service of the faith. An old man 
of eighty-five was thrown into the sea with two big stones tied to his feet, each 
of a greater weight than four men could carry. After he had been thrown 
into the sea and sunk, the holy man emerged again and said thrice, " Jesus! 
Mary!" and then disappeared and was no more seen. This was witnessed 
by many Christians and happened on the 2nd of June. 

On the 3rd of June was martyred another companion in his pilgrimages 
of Father Camilo Constancio, of the Society of Jesus, on a charge of helping 
him in his ministry. Another they martyred on the 8th of June on the 
same charge. On the 26th of July were martyred two more because they 
were not willing to lend their horses for transporting the holy martyrs, the 
Christians there thinking it a sin to lend horses for such an injustice. These 
were three, and together with them two more, on a charge of assisting some 
of the martyrs in their martyrdom. Another was martyred because, like 



those already mentioned, he would not lend his horse for the martyrs, and 
there was another martyr in a small farmers' village. 

The glorious end of all these martyrdoms was the last, suffered by Father 
Pedro Paulo Navarro, of the Society of Jesus, on the 1st of November, 
All Saints' Day. He had been in Japan preaching the faith for thirty-six 
years, and was burnt alive like the others, on account of having come to 
Japan to preach, and doing so for long against the imperial laws. Tied 
to the stake, he preached like an apostle. Thus he died in the company 
of two brothers of the Society of Jesus, Brother Dionysio and Brother 
Pedro Sandayo, and also the guide who accompanied the father. 

Of all this company of one hundred and eighteen, forty-six were burned 
alive and the rest beheaded. Many other things happened at this martyrdom, 
but the authentic account that I intend to publish will give more detailed 
information of these wonders. 

Praise and blessing to God for all this glorious martyrdom. May he 
keep your worships in all health. 



Manila: August 16th 1623. 



Extracts from English Letters referring 
to the above Martyrdoms 

References to some of the Martyrdoms in Japan occur in the cor- 
respondence received by the East India Company from its Factory in 
Hirado and also in the diary of Richard Cocks who was Chief Factor for 
the Company during the greater part of the time the Factory was in existence 
from 1613-1623. The boat with Capt. Joachin and the two friars was 
captured at sea by the ship Elizabeth and taken into Hirado as a prize. 
W. Eaton in a letter from Hirado to the East India Company under date 
of 12th December, 1620 writes: 

A frigate, taken by the Elizabeth, belonging to the Spaniards and Japon- 
ners is doubtful whether the Emperor will permit it to be lawful prize, 
part belonging to his subjects. Her cargo sequestered by the King of 
Hirado until the Emperors pleasure be known. Charles Clevenger and 
Joseph Cockram and two Dutchmen have gone to the Emperor about it. 

Richard Cocks in a letter dated 13th December, 1620 from Hirado gives 
the names of the two Dutchmen who went to the Emperor as: 

Capt. Lafebre and Matias van der Brook, whome, as we understand per 
their letters, are frendly entertayned both of themperour and his councell, 
but stay longer for a dispach then they thought of, by reason of the 
taking of a f riggat which came from Manillias, wherin weare both 
Portingals, Spaniardes, and Japons and amongst the rest ij semenary 
pristes (or Jesuists), people defended not to com into Japon, which maketh 
the better for us. Yet we know not whether themperour will let us have 
it for good prize or noe, till our men retorne from Edo, of the which I 
will certefie your Wor. per my next. 

Under date of 7th September, 1622, in a letter to the East India Company 
written from Hirado, Richard Cocks informs the Company that the Emperor 
has kept " all the priz goodes of the friggat for hym selfe, leving the 
rotten hull for us and the Hollanders." The letter is a long one and the 
following part deals with the Martyrdoms: 

Mr. Osterwick and my selfe, with 2 of the cheefe of the Hollandes 
factory, were at Edo after the departure of our shipps the last yeare, with 
presentes for themperour and his councell, hoping to have gott lycense to 
have carid out men and munition as in tyme past, but could get nothing 
but feare wordes for the space of 3 months we were forced to stay at Edo 
before we could gett our dispach, they telling us in the end they could 
conclude nothing untill the arivall of the King of Firando, whome they had 
sent for, but at his coming they would take such order about that which 
we demanded, as also about the delivering the friggates goods, as should 
be to both our contentes. And, as we retorned, we mett the King of Firando 
in the way, whoe made us many faire promisses. Yet now order is com 
from Edo that themperour will have all the priz goodes of the friggat for 
hym selfe, leving the rotten hull for us and the Hollanders, and, although 
we have made what resistance we could, yet are we constrayned to deliver 
it to them, will we or nill we; and, that which is more, they constrayne 
us to way over all the goodes to them, we being enformed they will make 
plito against us for much more matters then ever we receved and beleeve the 
lying reportes of our enemies whoe duble all. And for carying out men 
and munition as in tyme past, that such a mighty prince as themperour of 
Japon is, having once passed his word to the contrary, would not alter it now 
at the demand of such people as we are. And. this is the best we can find 
now in Japon, and I dowbt wilbe every day worse then other. 

The 2 fryres or semenary pristes which came in the friggat from Manillia 
are both rosted to death at Nangasaque, with Yoshen Dies, capt. of the 
friggat, whoe was a Japon, put to death with the frires Spaniardes; and 
12 other Japons which were marrenars in the friggat were beheaded in 
their sight, before the other 3 were executed. As alsoe, since that tyme, 
about xij other Spanish and Portingall fryres and Jesuistes have byn rosted 
to death at Nangasaque, and above a hundred Japons put to death by fire 
and. sword, both men, woamen, and children, for entertayning and harboring 
of them. 



Also, now of late, a China junck arived at Shaxma in Japon, which came 
from Caggalion, in the Manillias, and brought 4 Spaniardes or Portingales 
in her for passingers, they telling the Chinas they were tnerchantes, but are 
fownd to be pristes and sent presoners to Nangasaque, where it is thought 
they shalbe rested to death as the former have byn, and the China marenars 
in danger all to lose their lives, and the goodes seazed upon, which did 
all belong to Andrea Dittis, the China Capt. (our frend), whoe is forced 
to send his sonne to the court with great presentes to save his goodes, yf 
it be possible. 

The capt. more or major of the Portingall gallion or adventures which 
com from Amacon to Nangasaque, called Jeronimo de Figeredo Caravallo, 
with Lues Martin, Jorge Bastian, and Jarvasias Garcis, Portugezes, and 
Harnando Ximenes, a Spaniard, whoe was jurebasso in tyms past at Bantam, 
are brought in question for going about to steale a fryer or padre from 
the Hollands howse the last yeare, and, allthough the padre was brought 
back (which was one of them which was rosted), yet are they all empresoned 
and condemned and all their 'goodes confiscat, and looke howrly when 
they shall be executed. And one of the Hollandes jurebassos and a 
scrivano, being Japons, with the master of the bark which carid hym away, 
his wife and children, all executed; this Emperour, Shongo Samma, being 
such a mortall enemie to the name of a Christian, espetially of papisticall 
Christians. And heretofore, when I was at the court at Edo, the Emperours 
councell did aske me severall tymes whether I were a Christian or our 
English nation soe; which I tould hym yea; and, in the end, askinge me 
soe often, I tould them they might perceve per the letters the Kinges Made, 
of England sent to themperour of Japon whether we were Christians or 
noe, the Kinges Matie. writing hymselfe defende of the Christian faith. 
And then they asked me whether there were any difference betwixt our 
religion and the Spanish; unto which I answered yea, for that we held 
nothing of the pope of Roome, but next and emediately under God from 
our kinge: which it seemed in some to geve them content. 

V7e and the Hollanders have had much a doe in standing out for not 
delivring the priz goodes of the friggat, it belonging to our prince and 
cuntrey, as taken from their enemies. But that would not serve, the tono 
or cheefe justis of Firando telling us that, yf we would not leave it by 
feare meanes, they would take it whether we would or noe, and that yf 
we had not absolutely proved the Portingalls to be padres, that themperour 
ment to have put Capt. Leonard Camps and me to death and to have 
sezed on all we had in the cuntrey, and, yf any resistance had byn made, 
to have burned all our shiping and put us all to the sword. God send 
us well out of Japon, for I dowbt it wilbe every day worse then other. 

Yt is also said the Emperour will banish all Spaniardes and Portingall 
howseholders out of Japon, and suffer non to stay but such as com and 
goe in their shiping, to prevent entertayning of padres. And soe let this 
suffice for the present state of Japon. 

And soe I leave your Wors. with your affares to the holy protection of 
thallmightie, resting. 

Your Wors. most humble servant at comand, 

RIG. COCKS. 
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